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The new concept of FLEX and introduction of FLEX products

Takeshi KANNO

In order to meet various requirements, Programmable Logic Controllers (PLCs) and motors/drivers in
equipment have been connected by various ways such as controlling with pulse train, digital /O, and field

bus network.

We have developed products that can be connected to three control systems. They can be connected
to I/0O device and Modbus RTU network. And they can also be connected to other field bus network
through a Network Converter (our gateway product). The products can be flexibly connected to a host
PLC and allow customers to select system depending on their needs. We call this concept FLEX. Since
some of FLEX products have a positioning function, positioning units of host PLC can be omitted and
costs of equipment can be reduced. The FLEX products allow customers to reduce costs and time for
developing equipment by using each merit of three control systems.

We introduce the merit of each control system and the FLEX products in the way using keywords of “cost

reduction” and “saving time for developing equipment ”
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